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Most of the land has now been explored. The north-
eastern section lying between the Indus and the Pishin
valley, along the Afghan border, and thence southwards
to Kelat, has been thoroughly surveyed, and a military
station has even been established by the British at
Quetta, above the Bolan Pass, and overlooking the Pishin
valley. The south coast'has also been carefully surveyed
by the Admiralty, and somewhat farther inland by the
English Telegraph Staff; while the country has been
crossed, chiefly from east to west, by Grant, Pottinger,
Ferrier, Goldsmid, Bellew, M'Mahon, and a few other
explorers during the nineteenth century. Still, the sandy
plains stretching beyond the hills towards the Hamun
depression were first explored by the Baluch- Afghan
Boundary Commission, 1894-96. Elsewhere the high-
land formation everywhere predominates, although in the
south the parallel ridges are separated by long and almost
level valleys reaching from the Persian frontier to the
eastern uplands. This southern region, from the sea to
the desert, is usually spoken of collectively as Makran;
but the term should properly be restricted to the strip of
land between sea and the first parallel ranges. Here the
geographers of Alexander placed the Ichthyophagi, or
" Fish-eaters," apparently a mere translation of the local
name.

The country is almost entirely occupied by pastoral
tribes under semi-independent sirdars and chiefs. Hence
the so-called provinces are not administrative divisions in
the ordinary sense, and should be more properly called
territories. Besides those above mentioned there are
several others current amongst the natives as applicable
to particular cantons, especially in Makran and Kohistan.
Here there are several semi-independent chiefs, of whom
the most powerful was, till recently, tUe Khan of Kej,
in central Makran. But the native ruler was, some ten